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       Dutchess County

         Traffic Safety Board

                       Minutes

               March 11, 2013
                                 1:00pm

            Members present:
	Vince Bellino
	Neil Garrison
	John McKinney

	Paul Bonfiglio
	Stephen Gill
	Steve Minard

	Michael Dampf
	John Healy
	Ann Rush

	Dan Dowd
	Todd Jicha
	Joe Ryan

	Emily Dozier
	Christine Lopez
	William Steenbergh

	Norm Fenichel
	
	


· Called /could not attend:  James Rapoli and Robert Simpson 
Guest:

Paul Overbaugh, Sgt. Todd Engwer, Tim O’Connor, Lt. Kevin Keefe, Deanna Bohlinger, Sgt. Paul Cacci, Lt. Don Goddard, Sgt. Patrick Hildenbrand, and Sgt. Pete Dunn
Staff:
William Johnson, Adrianna Frazier

Minutes:
Paul Bonfiglio motioned to accept the minutes as written from the February 11th meeting.  Seconded by Vince Bellino.  Motion carried.

           ** Steve Minard called the meeting to order at 1:07pm**

New Business:

· GTSC Presentation:  W. Johnson introduced Paul Overbaugh (GTSC) and Sgt. Todd Engwer the NYS Police liaison to GTSC.  He is the Program Coordinator for the NYS Buckle Up NY Program.  The program has been around since 1999.  He stated that NYS established the first seat belt law in the nation on January 1, 1985.  Sgt. Engwer said there are significant changes for Buckle Up NY in 2014.  Currently NYS is at a 90% seat belt usage rate and the national rate is around 84%.  Sgt. Engwer showed a PowerPoint presentation that provided statistical data for NYS from 2009 – 2011 of restraint/unrestrained seat belt use of front seat occupants killed or injured in crashes.  This survey is done every year by the Institute for Traffic Safety Management Research (ITSMR).  They have done a survey annually since the seat belt law was passed except for a couple of years.  Sgt. Engwer said the challenge he hears as he travels around the state is, “We’re at 90% what more can we do?”  The data shows that last year there were 218 unrestrained fatalities.  This was 19% of all fatalities for NYS.  He said of these fatalities 36 were in the back seat (33 over age 16, and 3 under the age of 16).  The statistics show there is still a significant number of people dying on the road each year unrestrained.  The methodology ITSMER uses to do the survey is as follows:  first they divide the state into 10 different regions; secondly they take two of those counties per region to do a hands on survey; and lastly they take the data and stratify it (road segments, census data, etc.) to come up with a total average.  Sgt. Engwer stated that on April 11, 2011 NHTSA posted a federal rule change regarding surveys.  The problem was every state was doing a survey but not with the same methodology.  ITSMER had to look at where 85% of fatalities had occurred in the last five years (2006 -2010) and throw out data that did not pertain to the survey (commercial vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclist, etc.).  Sgt. Engwer said the survey resulted in 37 counties making up those 85% of fatalities.  As a result this year NYS was divided into six regions and of those, two have been chosen as a seat belt survey site.  Sgt. Engwer stated that Dutchess County has been chosen as one of the counties for the seat belt survey.  He said ITSMER used this new methodology last year in New Jersey and their seat belt percentage usage rate dropped by 7%.  In the Map21 (Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century) that replaced SAFETEA-LU (Safe Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users) there is verbiage that says, states that have 90% or higher seat belt usage will have the ability to take some of the occupant protection monies and flex it towards another problem such as distracted driving.  Sgt. Engwer said it is very critical that Dutchess County maintains its’ 90% compliance rate.  
Sgt. Engwer said last year after the May Mobilization Chuck DeWeese, Assistant Commissioner of GTSC, called him into the office and said tickets are down 32% from the previous year and wanted to know what happened.  Sgt. Engwer said although all counties were funded less monies, GTSC was hoping numbers would still be high because all the funding went into the May mobilization.  GTSC is concerned about activity and survey percentages as to how it may impact funding in the future.  

Sgt. Engwer stated again that Dutchess County is a NHTSA survey site this year.  He encouraged law enforcement agencies to do high visibility enforcement, zero tolerance, and education.  They were encouraged to get into the schools wherever you can.  He said it is important to get the media interested by talking about percentages of increase in seat belt usage.  Sgt. Engwer said there is a document NHTSA puts out entitled, “Countermeasures That Work.”  This document shows every program that has worked and provides valuable feedback.  He will send W. Johnson the link.  
Sgt. Engwer said there will not be a BUNY or STEP grant next year (2014).  The two will be combined and called “Police Traffic Services” (PTS) Application.  This should help to alleviate some of the reporting requirements.  It will also give grantees the option to say this is the problem in our municipalities and to use funds in that specific area.  Also, in 2014 seat belt enforcement may be done all year long.  
DOT does an annual report every year.  DMV surveyed young people leaving and the perception is they will not get a ticket.  Yet they are still dying unrestrained.  ITSMER looked at data for Dutchess County from 2009 – 2011.  It revealed that a third of people dying in Dutchess County were not wearing a seat belt.   
He said the feedback for night-time seat belt enforcement has been negative.  Law enforcement agencies say it is more difficult to spot persons not wearing seat belts and there are safety issues.  They also expressed concern over having a low number of seat belt tickets written at night, especially since GTSC looks at numbers as a measure of performance and future funding.  Sgt. Engwer said with the PTS grant the ticket numbers will be combined. He said the data clearly shows a lack of seat belts is happening at night time.  He suggested that if law enforcement agencies partner up with other agencies it can be successful in well lit areas.    
He said the data also shows there are more males not wearing seat belts than females.  Do seat belt enforcement in areas where there are more groups of males.  When you look at NYS data the number of unrestrained drivers shoots up at age 60, however in Dutchess County the numbers are higher for young persons (16-20).  When doing enforcement try to look at malls, theatres, and parks any areas where young persons may go.  He said last year the NYS Park Police did an initiative called “BUNY in the Parks.”  They found that young people were cramming as many as 15 young people in a car that seats eight going to a park to pay $10/car.  Of course that meant a lack of proper seat belt restraint.    
To encourage seat belt usage, Sgt. Engwer stated that for this grant year GTSC sponsored a Sit-Click-Ride poster contest.  The theme is tween passenger safety.  The winning entries will be reproduced as monthly illustrations in the Sit-Click-Ride Traffic Safety Calendar issued for the 2013 – 2014 school year.  He said if anyone wants additional information to contact him.  
W. Johnson asked as a NHTSA survey site is there any responsibility to the grantees?  
Sgt. Engwer said there are no reporting requirements for grantees.  Once again he encouraged the law enforcement agencies to please have high visibility enforcement, put up message boards, press releases, radio messages, and education in the schools.
E. Dozier questioned the MAP21 legislations’ 90% threshold for being able to flex the money.  Is that 90% for several years running?  Sgt. Engwer said it is for two years.  It is important though that we stay at 90% since funding is data driven.  
P. Overbaugh said even though MAP21 is new, it looks like NYS may get less money with that funding stream.  There are certain things we don’t qualify for because of some of the laws on the books (no back seat law).  He said to the law enforcement agencies the key thing is to look at what tickets you are writing because with the reduction of funding the monies will go to agencies that are really producing and reporting on time.  It is very important to provide W. Johnson and A. Frazier with the information they need to meet deadlines.  It is imperative that all grantees support them by giving them the data they need.  He said if you are delinquent it can affect everyone in the room with reduced funding.  In a block grant everyone must work together.
Sgt. Engwer said if we fall below 90% on occupant protection we will still receive funding but it may not be at the same level, and we will not have flexibility.  There are six criteria to receive funding.  The one NYS does not meet is the back seat bill.  Therefore it is imperative to be at 90% and above in occupant protection.  
W. Johnson stated that he would like to put a work group together to look at the operational plan for 2014.  There are other opportunities under the PTS Grant such as commercial enforcement and other things that were never part of the grant in the past that he would like to take advantage of.  He said each respective grantee will be asked to review local crash data to identify potential enforcement activities to address their specific traffic safety issues.  Those proposals will be incorporated into the grant project. 
On-going Items:

· TSB Membership:  W. Johnson welcomed John Healy as a new TSB member.  W. Johnson sent a memo to the County Executive’s Office on February 11th regarding the two new appointments (Ann Rush, John Healy), re-submission of T. Jicha’s replacement for Kevin Faber, and the four reappointments (V. Bellino, J. McKinney, J. Rapoli, and B. Simpson).  He said it is not on the March Agenda for the Legislature.  
· 2012 TSB Program Summary:  W. Johnson provided the TSB with a handout of the 2012 Program Summary as required by the Bylaws.  It summarizes the four grant program areas.  A copy will be posted on the website.  

· 2014 Grant Program:  W. Johnson said he has begun the 2014 e-grant application process.  He has printed out all the data.  W. Johnson stated that he wants to put a work group together to discuss the Police Traffic Services (PTS) Grant and its’ new opportunities.  More information to come.    
· Child Passenger Safety:  W. Johnson said there was a Child Passenger Safety Coalition meeting on Tuesday, February 19th from 6:00p – 8:00p at the Arlington Fire Station #3 on Vassar Road.  Any fitting stations that have technicians coming up for recertification should have instructors sign off on required certification installations.  W. Johnson said he encourages them to attend a seat check event where an instructor will be available.  This will help to avoid any last minute rush to have installations signed off.  W. Johnson said they also discussed training needs.  He said P. Bonfiglio gave him price quotes for dial-a-seat.  The TSB was provided with an updated summary of the CPS Coalition Program.  
W. Johnson said the TSB are taking more and more fitting stations under the block grant (Red Hook and Fairview).  As the number decreases as far as individual grantees we are maintaining services under TSB block grant.
W. Johnson said there was a presentation at the MidHudson Transportation Supervisors Association December meeting regarding safety seats usage on the smaller school buses.  He will be attending the next meeting on Thursday, March 14th and he will tell them to pick a date for the one day 7hr training course.  This will allow them to have some level of expertise at their respective organizations and then they in turn can provide in-house training.  
W. Johnson said we were approved by Mary Montimurro of GTSC to hold a Certification Technician Class for the following dates:
April 2 (5:30pm – 9:30pm)


April 9 (5:30pm – 9:30pm)
April 4
(5:30pm – 9:30pm)


April 11 (5:30pm – 9:30pm)

April 6 (8:00am – 5:00pm)


April 13 (8:00am – 5:00pm)

There will be a large scale seat check event on April 13, which will be held at the Hoe Bowl bowling alley on Route 9 in Wappingers.  This will be the only Certification Class in Dutchess County this year. W. Johnson said if anyone is interested in registering please contact him. 
W. Johnson said National Seat Check Saturday is Saturday, September 21st and will tentatively be held at Home Depot in Poughkeepsie.  T. O’Connor (CPS Instructor) said if anyone has a suggestion for another area in the County they are willing to hold the seat check there.

The following is a list of Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification Classes:

June 12 – 15, in Goshen from 8am – 5pm, at the Orange County Emergency Services Center  
September 18 – 21, in Kingston from 8am – 5pm, at Ulster Hose No. 5  
The following is a list of refresher classes for currently certified technicians (6 CEU’s):
March 27 or 28 (your choice of dates), in Kingston at the Business Resource Center (SUNY Ulster) from 8:00am – 3:30pm

April 6 in Ulster County at the Greenburgh Town Hall from 9:00am – 3:00pm
· Injury Prevention:  
School Bus Driver of the Year – W. Johnson said he met on Thursday, March 7th with the MidHudson Transportation Supervisors Association review committee.  There were five nominations for “School Bus Driver of the Year” (3 Dutchess County, 2 Ulster County).  He said the date for Operation Safe Stop is Thursday, April 18th.  Dutchess County will hold their press conference on Wednesday, April 17th.  The location of the press conference will depend on which district wins.  The Ulster County press conference will be held on April 18th at the Ulster County Sheriff’s Office.  W. Johnson thanked N. Garrison for the donation from the Culinary Institute of America for the Dutchess County winner.     
Bike Helmet Safety – E. Dozier asked about the potential bike rodeo at Arthur S. May School.  W. Johnson said he just received an email from the contact person at the school.  
A. Frazier said he gave no potential date but asked for a contact at the Town of Poughkeepsie PD.   W. Johnson said if any law enforcement agencies want to target any dates please let him know so that he can put it on the calendar.  W. Johnson said we have the ability to purchase a little more than 200 helmets.  T. Jicha said Hagan Elementary School and Nassau Elementary School have scheduled a bike rodeo for May 21st from 8:50am – 11:05am and 1:15pm – 2:40pm with a rain date of May 22nd.   
Additions:

· Senior Socials/Picnics:  W. Johnson said J. Ryan gave him a list of the senior picnic schedule which starts June 12 to early August.  W. Johnson will provide dates and ask for assistance as each event nears.  He said this is a good venue for not only providing mature/older driver materials but also impaired driving and prescription drug abuse information as well.   
· Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan – E. Dozier said the Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Transportation Council (PDCTC) is updating their Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the County.  They are doing an online walking and bicycling survey using SurveyMonkey (see www.dutchessny.gov/WalkBikeDutchess).  E. Dozier passed around a flyer about the survey for people to post.  She stated that she will email an electronic version of the flyer that can be used on a website or newsletter.  W. Johnson said we have a lot of municipalities represented today from Red Hook to Beacon and encouraged people to make the information available so that we get a good cross representation of participants in the survey. (Note: For more information about the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, see http://dutchessny.gov/pdctc.htm and click on “Walking & Bicycling Resources” and then “Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan”). 
· Drowsy Driving – V. Bellino stated that on Thursday, March 7th there was a Drowsy Driving press event hosted by the NYS Thruway Authority at the New Baltimore Travel Plaza located just south of Albany on the Thruway.  It was an educational and awareness campaign to alert all drivers to the dangers of driving while drowsy.  There were various organizations supporting the statewide campaign.  V. Bellino said Cindy O’Connor, whose son was a victim of a drowsy driver spoke at the press event.  There were cars at the event that have new technology for drowsy driving.  V. Bellino stated that the General Manager, of one of the local dealerships would like to do a presentation at the TSB meeting to tell us about some of the new technology.  V. Bellino will follow up and coordinate with 
W. Johnson.  
· Work Zone Safety – V. Bellino said he is still working to put together a work zone safety presentation for utilization by the County DPW crews.   

· CarFit Train the Trainer – P. Bonfiglio said he is working with Mary Beth Meyer to set up a train the trainer class for CarFit Technicians.  P. Bonfiglio said there is no cost for the course.  The potential date will be some time in April.  There are two possible locations to hold the class (American Legion in Poughkeepsie or in Fishkill).  He is working with Pat Brown from Office for the Aging to determine a good location.  P. Bonfiglio said the class is one day and the following day is roll play with partner in class.  This will allow you to put into practice what you have learned in class.  The CarFit Program has an 11 point check at the 12th point check the person meets with an occupational or physical therapist who would then give advice regarding any devices that should be used to make driving safer.  
P. Bonfiglio stated that the hardest part of the program is that many of the elderly drivers are afraid it is designed to take away their license.  He said it is recommended that any officers participating be dressed in civilian clothes.  N. Fenichel stated that some of the new technology can give a false sense of security.  V. Bellino said he can put the information regarding the course on the NYS Traffic Safety Board’s Facebook page.    
D. Dowd motioned to adjourn the meeting at 2:02 p.m.  P. Bonfiglio seconded. All in favor. 

NEXT MEETING: 

April 8th 2013 @ 1:00pm.  

*626 Dutchess Turnpike, First Floor* 
Poughkeepsie, NY. ** Please Call 486-3603 if you cannot attend. **
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