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Introducing
the
PDCTC

Established in 1982, the Poughkeepsie -
Dutchess County Transportation Coun-
cil serves as the designated Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) for Dutchess
County. Federal regulations require that
Urbanized Areas (U.S. Census defined met-
ropolitan areas with over 50,000 people) be
represented by a MPO, which is responsible
for ensuring that Federal transportation
dollars are committed through a locally
driven, comprehensive planning process.

The mission of the PDCTC is to provide a
forum for cooperative decision-making by
local and state officials, planning and imple-
menting agencies, transit providers, and the
general public. The Council meets regularly
to discuss issues that affect how people and
goods move through our region.

The PDCTC is one of thirteen Metropolitan
Planning Organizations located in New
York State.

Transportation Management Area

The Urbanized Area that the PDCTC is lo-
cated in also includes parts of Orange and
Ulster Counties, each served by their own
MPO: the Orange County Transportation
Council (OCTC) and the Ulster County
Transportation Council (UCTC). With a to-
tal population of 352,000, the area is classi-
fied as a Transportation Management Area
(TMA), which carries additional MPO re-
quirements for congestion and transit plan-
ning.

Organization

The PDCTC is comprised of three major com-
ponents

Executive Committee: Makes policy deci-
sions on transportation planning issues and
projects. All local, regional, and state members
must be in agreement, before a final decision is
made.

Technical Committee: Identifies specific
issues, reviews on-going work, and makes rec-
ommendations to the Executive Committee.

Staff: Performs the everyday tasks of prepar-
ing materials for the Council and implements
decisions. The staff is located at the Dutchess
County Department of Planning and Develop-
ment and NYSDOT Region-8 offices.

EXECUTIVE Final Decision-Making
COMMITTEE Authority
TECHNICAL Technical Review &
COMMITTEE Recommendation
STAFF X .
Dutchess County Technical Analysis &
Region 8 MPO Unit Support

Core Products

The PDCTC develops and approves transporta-
tion plans and programs for the Dutchess
County portion of the Poughkeepsie-Newburgh
Urbanized Area; specifically, the Council pro-
duces three core products:

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)

The Plan serves as the central guiding docu-
ment for the Council. It seeks to improve
transportation services within the region, by
establishing strategic policies and goals. Itis a
long-range plan, looking at transportation
challenges and opportunities facing the region

over the next 25 years. The
Plan’s recommendations
are the product of public
outreach and consultation
with public and non-profit
agencies. The Plan also ad-
dresses future demographic
changes, available funding,
and attainment of national
air quality standards. It is
updated every four years.

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) is a multi-modal capital program outlin-
ing highway, bridge, bikeway, pedestrian,
transit, and demand management projects
that will be undertaken over the next five
years. It shows both federally and non-
federally funded projects, so as to provide a
comprehensive view of transportation capital
and operating projects in the region. The TIP
implements the policy goal recommendations
of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)

This annual document describes the work of
the PDCTC and outlines specific products and
studies to be completed in the upcoming fiscal
year. Preparation of the UPWP is required by
the United States Department of Transporta-
tion (USDOT) and forms the basis for all fed-
eral funding assistance.

Local Transportation Planning

The PDCTC works extensively with communi-
ties to address local transportation issues.
Much of this work is accomplished through
planning studies managed by the PDCTC,
which has the ability to leverage Federal fund-
ing to support local planning efforts. PDCTC
studies focus on a range of topics, including
traditional corridor management plans or traf-
fic analyses, to mode specific studies such as
bicycle/pedestrian or transit planning.

How to get involved

We encourage those interested in transpor-
tation planning to participate in PDCTC
activities by sending us their contact infor-
mation, which will be added to our public
mailing list. This list is used to send quar-
terly transporta-
tion updates, and ..
notices of upcom-
ing events and
products.

We also encour-
age the public to
attend the vari-
ous public information meetings associated
with the completion of our major products.
PDCTC products are also mailed to all mu-
nicipal libraries for reference. In addition,
the Council maintains an informative inter-
net website with notices of upcoming meet-
ings and downloadable versions of our major
documents.

PDCTC staff can be reached by mail, phone,
or email.

Poughkeepsie-Dutchess
County Transportation Council

27 High Street (2nd Floor)
Poughkeepsie, NY
12601

Phone: 845-486-3600
Fax: 845-486-3610
Email: pdctc@co.dutchess.ny.us
Web: http://www.dutchessny.gov/pdctc.htm

The preparation of this document has been financed in part
through grant[s] from the Federal Highway Administration and
Federal Transit Administration, U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, under the State Planning and Research Program, Section
505 [or Metropolitan Planning Program, Section 104(f)] of Title
23, U.S. Code. The contents of this document do not neces-
sarily reflect the official views or policy of the U.S. Department
of Transportation



